
26 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 26 • Session 2

Additional resources for each session are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit ministrygrid.com/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

Jesus Was 
Questioned

Unit 26 • Session 2 

Bible Story for Toddlers
Some of the teachers wanted to trick Jesus to get Him in trouble. First they asked, 
“Teacher, should we pay taxes to Caesar?” Jesus asked the men whose picture 
was on the coin. It was Caesar’s! “Give Caesar what belongs to him,” Jesus said. 
Then they asked, “What is the most important of God’s rules to obey?” Jesus said, 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, and mind. Then love others as 
yourself.” Jesus asked them a question. He said, “Whose Son is the Messiah?” The 
teachers said, “David’s son.” Jesus asked, “Why did David call the Messiah ‘Lord’ 
if He was his son?” After that, they did not want to ask Jesus any more questions.

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Some teachers tried to trick Jesus.
 * Jesus answered with wisdom.
 * Jesus told the people that He is the Messiah, the Son of God.

BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 22; Mark 12; 
Luke 20

STORY POINT: Jesus died to rescue us.

KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:8

CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus spoke with 
wisdom that comes from God.

Unit 26 • Session 2
To the Cross
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BABIES Activities

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to Matthew 22. 
Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing voice. Read 
the key passage card. 
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus, but Jesus answered with wisdom. Jesus 

told the people that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. JESUS DIED TO 

RESCUE US. [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “The Muffin Man”:

“ Jesus died to rescue us, rescue us, rescue us 
Jesus died to rescue us because He loves *us so.”

*Substitute children’s names in subsequent rounds.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus. Jesus told the people that He is the 

Messiah, the Son of God. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Put coins in a slot
Before the session, wrap lids from wide-mouth jars in gold paper. Cut into a 
shoebox lid to make slits large enough for the “coins” to slip through. Reinforce 
the slits with colorful duct tape. Put the lid on the shoebox. Guide babies to put 
the coins in the slits. Play again as time allows. Talk about the story.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus. They wanted to know if they should 

pay money to Caesar. Jesus answered with wisdom. Jesus spoke with 
wisdom that comes from God. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Play with baby dolls
Provide vinyl baby dolls and doll blankets for babies to snuggle. Say we show 
that we love others when we care for them. Talk about the Bible story.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus by asking which of God’s rules was most 

important. Jesus answered with wisdom: Love God and love others. Jesus 
loves us, and JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the story point, gospel gems, 
and Bible-learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to Matthew 22. Show the Bible story picture 
as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make heart art
Cut a large heart out of construction paper for each toddler. Provide stickers with 
messages about God and stickers featuring people for them to stick to the heart. 
Write the story point on each child’s art. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus. They asked Jesus what is the most 

important rule. Jesus answered with wisdom. Jesus said to love God and 
love people. Jesus loved people so much, JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US!

Read a book
Print and assemble the “God’s Plan to Save Book” printable. Keep the book to use 
throughout the unit. Read the Bible story to toddlers, pointing to the pictures. 
Remind toddlers that Jesus is God’s very own Son. Jesus is wise like God.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus. They wanted Jesus to get in trouble. 

Jesus answered with wisdom. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Ask silly questions
Ask silly questions that a toddler could answer yes or no, such as “Do you have 
six legs? Do you like to wiggle? Can you touch the ceiling?” Encourage them to 
giggle at the silly questions. Then retell the Bible story.
SAY • People asked Jesus questions, but some teachers tried to trick Jesus. Jesus 

answered with wisdom. Jesus told the people that He is the Messiah, the 
Son of God. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Play out teaching
Encourage toddlers to use your Bible, Bible story picture, and other items to teach 
the Bible story to one another. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus, but Jesus answered with wisdom. Jesus 

told the people He is God’s Son. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Questioned
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:8
STORY POINT: Jesus died to rescue us.
CHRIST CONNECTION: Jesus spoke with wisdom that comes from God.

Transition activity: Make coin rubbings
Tape real coins or play coins to the table. Show toddlers how to hold their paper 
over the coins and use the side of an unwrapped crayon to rub over the coin. Repeat 
as time allows. Write the Christ connection on each child’s art. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus. They asked Him if they should pay taxes 

to Caesar. Jesus answered with wisdom. [Hold up a coin.] Since they used 
Caesar’s money, they needed to pay Caesar’s taxes. Jesus spoke with wisdom 
that comes from God, and JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes”:

“ Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and mind! [Repeat.] 
Then love others just like you love yourself. 
Love the Lord with all your heart, soul, and mind!”

SAY • Some teachers tried to trick Jesus, but Jesus spoke with wisdom that comes 
from God. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Play with people figures
Provide people figures of various ages. Encourage toddlers to play out family scenes. 
Talk about how God gives us parents whom we love and obey. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • The teachers thought the Messiah would be David’s son. Jesus told the 

people that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. JESUS DIED TO RESCUE US.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, story 
point, Christ connection, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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