
Leaders, grow on the go! Listen to session-by-session training every week on  
Ministry Grid, Apple Podcasts, Spotify, or LifeWay’s Digital Pass:  

ministrygrid.com/gospelproject | gospelproject.com/podcasts

Use Week of:

Unit 26 • Session 2

INTRODUCE THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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TEACH THE STORY
(10–15 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY 
(20–25 MINUTES)

PAGE 76

Unit 26 • Session 2

BIBLE PASSAGE:  
Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20

STORY POINT:  
Jesus spoke with wisdom.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Philippians 2:8

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died 

on the cross and rose from the dead.

Jesus Was 
Questioned
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LEADER Bible Study
The religious leaders despised Jesus. He was a threat to their power, and 
they didn’t believe He was the Messiah. The Jews decided to confront 
Jesus with questions. Perhaps He would misspeak, and they could trap 
Him with His words. The Pharisees’ disciples asked Him, “Teacher, is it 
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar or not?”

As far as these men were concerned, Jesus could not give a satisfactory 
answer to this question. If Jesus said God’s law required them to pay 
taxes to Caesar, they could get the Jewish people—who hated paying 
taxes to the Romans—to turn away from Jesus. If Jesus said God’s law 
did not require them to pay taxes to Caesar, they could convince the 
Romans to arrest Jesus. But Jesus answered wisely: “Give … to Caesar 
the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s” 
(Matt. 22:21). The men were speechless, and they left.

Then an expert in the law asked Jesus which command in God’s law is 
most important. The Pharisees knew the law well and felt prepared to 
argue. Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy 6:5: “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” Then 
He emphasized a second command: “Love your neighbor as yourself ” 
(Lev. 19:18). These commands summarize the rest of the law, and the 
Pharisees could not object.

Jesus turned the tables and asked the Pharisees about the Messiah: 
“Whose son is he?” The Pharisees recognized the Messiah as the son of 
David. Jesus referred to Psalm 110, in which David calls the Messiah 
“Lord.” Why would he do that? The Pharisees had no answer. As fully 
man, Jesus is the son of David. But as fully God, He is greater than 
David; He is Lord. No one dared to question Jesus again.

When the religious leaders questioned Jesus, He answered with wisdom 
and power. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. He has authority in 
heaven and on earth.
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 Jesus Was Questioned
Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20

The religious leaders heard Jesus teaching, and they decided to try 
to trick Him by asking Him a question. Some men went to Jesus and 
said, “Teacher, we know You tell the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?”
“Why are you trying to trick Me?” Jesus 

asked. Then He told them to show Him 
what money they use to pay taxes.

The men brought Him a coin. 
Jesus asked, “Whose picture is 

on the coin? Whose name is 
on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they said.
Jesus said, “Then give to 

Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 
give to God what is God’s.”

The men were amazed, 
and they went away.

Later, the religious leaders 
asked Jesus, “Teacher, which 

command in the law is most 
important of all?”
Jesus answered, “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. The second most 
important command is like it: Love your neighbor 

as yourself.”
A man said to Jesus, “That’s right. Loving God and your neighbor as 

yourself is far more important than offerings and sacrifices.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Two voices: Enlist 
an adult leader to be 
Jesus and a few other 
adult leaders to be 
the religious leaders. 
Ask them to play 
out the Bible story. 
Consider providing 
Bible times clothing 
for them to wear. 

• Ask and answer 
with puppets: 
Print an extra copy 
of the Bible story 
picture. Cut out 
Jesus and some of 
the religious leaders. 
Attach a craft or 
paint stick to the 
bottom of each 
cutout to create a 
puppet. Hold up the 
religious leaders 
puppet when saying 
questions they 
asked Jesus. Hold 
up the Jesus puppet 
when saying Jesus’ 
responses. 

The BIBLE Story
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 Jesus Was Questioned
Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20

The religious leaders heard Jesus teaching, and they decided to try 
to trick Him by asking Him a question. Some men went to Jesus and 
said, “Teacher, we know You tell the truth. Is it right to pay taxes to 

Caesar or not?”
“Why are you trying to trick Me?” Jesus 

asked. Then He told them to show Him 
what money they use to pay taxes.

The men brought Him a coin. 
Jesus asked, “Whose picture is 

on the coin? Whose name is 
on it?”

“Caesar’s,” they said.
Jesus said, “Then give to 

Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 
give to God what is God’s.”

The men were amazed, 
and they went away.

Later, the religious leaders 
asked Jesus, “Teacher, which 

command in the law is most 
important of all?”
Jesus answered, “Love the Lord 

your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, with all your mind, and 

with all your strength. The second most 
important command is like it: Love your neighbor 

as yourself.”
A man said to Jesus, “That’s right. Loving God and your neighbor as 

yourself is far more important than offerings and sacrifices.”

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Two voices: Enlist 
an adult leader to be 
Jesus and a few other 
adult leaders to be 
the religious leaders. 
Ask them to play 
out the Bible story. 
Consider providing 
Bible times clothing 
for them to wear. 

• Ask and answer 
with puppets: 
Print an extra copy 
of the Bible story 
picture. Cut out 
Jesus and some of 
the religious leaders. 
Attach a craft or 
paint stick to the 
bottom of each 
cutout to create a 
puppet. Hold up the 
religious leaders 
puppet when saying 
questions they 
asked Jesus. Hold 
up the Jesus puppet 
when saying Jesus’ 
responses. 

The man’s answer was wise, and Jesus said to him, “You 
are close to God’s kingdom.”

Then Jesus asked the religious leaders, “Whose son is 
the Messiah?”

“David’s son,” they said.
“How can that be?” Jesus asked. “David called the 

Messiah ‘Lord.’ Why would he call his own son ‘Lord’?”
The religious leaders did not know what to say, so 

they did not ask Jesus any more questions.

Christ Connection: When the religious leaders asked Jesus 
questions, He answered with wisdom. Jesus is the Messiah, the 
Son of God. He came to show us what God is like. Jesus has 
power in heaven and on earth.
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INTRODUCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Questioned
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
STORY POINT: Jesus spoke with wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the 

cross and rose from the dead.

Welcome time
Play a theme song in the background as you greet 
preschoolers and follow your church’s security procedures. 
Set an offering basket near the door to collect at an 
appropriate time. Post an allergy alert, if necessary. Set out a 
few favorite theme-related toys, such as puzzles and blocks.

Activity page
Lead preschoolers to draw a line connecting each coin with 
whose face is depicted on the coin.
SAY • Good job matching the people to the coins. In 

today's Bible story, some religious leaders came to 
Jesus and asked Him some hard questions. They 
wanted to trick Jesus! Do you think they were able 
to? Jesus answered one of their questions by showing 
them a face on a coin. Listen to the story to find out 
more. 

Play a question game
Invite preschoolers to sit in chairs in a half-circle around 
you. Tell children that you will ask them a question. If they 
have an answer to give, they should jump up but wait until 
they are called upon to answer the question. Ask a variety 
of very simple questions allowing each child a chance to 

• “Jesus Saves” song
• offering basket 
• Allergy Alert
• favorite toys related 

to the Bible story 
theme

• “Match the Face” 
activity page, 1 per 
child

• crayons or markers
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answer a question. Questions could include “What is your 
pet’s name? What is your favorite ice cream? What school 
do you go to? What is your brother or sister’s name? What is 
your favorite book? What do you like to eat for lunch?” 
SAY • Our questions were easy to answer. In today’s Bible 

story, some religious leaders asked Jesus many 
questions. Their questions were hard and meant to 
trick Jesus into saying something wrong, but Jesus 
never says anything wrong. Listen to the story to hear 
how Jesus spoke with wisdom from God. 

Work puzzles
Place several puzzles on the table. Choose a variety of 
puzzles including the life of Jesus puzzles as well as concept 
puzzles, such as colors, numbers, shapes, letters, and so 
forth. Invite children to select a puzzle to work on alone or 
in pairs. Provide assistance as needed.
SAY • We had to use our thinking skills to put our puzzles 

together. In today's Bible story, Jesus was asked some 
questions that required thinking skills. Jesus has 
better thinking skills than anyone ever because He is 
God the Son. Listen to the story to hear how Jesus 
spoke with wisdom. 

Transition to teach the story
To gain the attention of all the preschoolers to move them 
to Bible study, show the countdown video, turn the lights 
off and on, or clap a simple rhythm for the children to copy. 
Invite preschoolers to count aloud and clap in sets of three 
(“one-two-three-rest”) as they walk to the Bible study area.

• variety of puzzles, 
including puzzles 
depicting the life of 
Jesus

• countdown video 
(optional)
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Introduce the Bible story
Place a bookmark at Luke 20 in your Bible. Invite a 
preschooler to open it. Reverently display the open Bible.
SAY • Today's Bible story comes from the Books of Matthew, 

Mark, and Luke. These are the first three books in 
the New Testament part of the Bible. These books are 
called Gospels. The Gospels tell the true stories about 
Jesus' life on earth. Let's listen to God's words to us. 

Point to the Bible story picture on the giant timeline. 
Remind children that all the stories in the Bible fit together 
to tell an even bigger story. The Bible tells us the big story 
of how God rescues sinners through His Son, Jesus.

Watch or tell the Bible story
Show the video or tell the Bible story using the provided 
storytelling tips. Use the bolded version of the Bible story 
for young preschoolers.
SAY • Religious leaders asked Jesus several questions trying 

to trick Him. They asked Jesus about paying taxes to 
Caesar and the greatest commandment in the Law. 
Jesus answered all their questions. Jesus spoke with 
wisdom. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. He 
came to show us what God is like. Jesus has power in 
heaven and on earth. 

• Bible 
• bookmark
• Giant Timeline

• Story Point Poster
• “Jesus Was 

Questioned” video 
(optional)

• Bible Story Picture 
Poster

TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Questioned
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
STORY POINT: Jesus spoke with wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the 

cross and rose from the dead.
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Practice the key passage 
Place the key passage marker at Philippians 2:8. Invite a 
child to open your Bible to the key passage. Read the verse 
aloud. Invite preschoolers to use different voices to say the 
key passage, such as high, low, slow, fast, soft, or loud. 
SAY • Jesus has all power in heaven and on earth, but He 

humbled Himself. Jesus came to earth, not only to 
live a sinless life, but to follow His Father's plan to 
rescue people from sin by dying on the cross. 

Sing the key passage song, “Philippians 2:8,” and the theme 
song, “Jesus Saves.”

Learn the big picture question
SAY • Our big picture question is, What did Jesus do 

to save us? Jesus died on the cross and rose from 
the dead. When the religious leaders asked Jesus 
questions, He answered with wisdom showing that 
He is the Messiah. Messiah means Anointed One, a 
King who would save. 

Missions moment
Display the Eric Liddell photo and read aloud the 

short story about missionary Eric Liddell. 
SAY • Eric believed God's words in the Bible. He wanted to 

obey what Jesus said was the greatest commandment 
and wanted to love the Lord his God with all his 
heart, with all his soul, with all his mind, and with 
all his strength. Many people heard about Jesus 
because Eric honored Him with his life.

Pray, thanking God for missionaries who obey God's Word.

Pray and transition to experience the story

• Bible 
• construction paper
• marker
• Key Passage Marker 
• Key Passage Poster
• “Philippians 2:8” song
• “Jesus Saves” song

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• “Eric Liddell” 
printable

• “Not on Sunday 
Story” printable

7575To the Cross

© 2020 LifeWay



EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: Jesus Was Questioned
BIBLE PASSAGE: Matthew 22; Mark 12; Luke 20
STORY POINT: Jesus spoke with wisdom.
KEY PASSAGE: Philippians 2:8
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the 

cross and rose from the dead.

Answer "What do you know about Jesus?"
Invite children to stand up and form a circle. Hold a 
beanbag, soft ball, or paper wad in your hand. Lead 
preschoolers in chanting the question, “What do you know 
about Jesus?” Toss the beanbag to a preschooler and invite 
her to say one thing that she knows about Jesus as she tosses 
the beanbag back to you. Continue until each child has had 
a turn. Offer assistance as needed.
SAY • We answered a question about Jesus. We asked, 

“What do you know about Jesus?” We told each 
other something that we knew about Him. The 
religious leaders asked Jesus questions trying to trick 
Him, but Jesus spoke with wisdom. He showed 
that He is the Messiah, the Son of God. Jesus came 
to show us what God is like. He has power over 
heaven and earth.

Decorate a J
Give each child a “J is for Jesus” printable. Set out a variety 
of heart-shaped stickers. Invite preschoolers to fill the inside 
of the J with heart stickers, covering it completely.
SAY • Hearts remind us of love. People asked Jesus, “What 

command is the most important?” Jesus answered,  
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with 

• beanbag, soft ball, or 
paper wad

• “J is for Jesus” 
printable, 1 per child

• heart-shaped 
stickers
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all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.” When the religious leaders asked Jesus 
questions, Jesus spoke with wisdom. Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God. He came to show us what 
God is like. God loves us so much that He sent Jesus 
to save us. How did Jesus save us? Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.

Search and sort coins
Fill a large plastic tub with a couple inches of clean, dry 
play sand or uncooked rice. Hide coins in the sand. Invite 
children to sift through the sand with their fingers to find 
the coins. Tape one of each kind of coin in the bottom of a 
cup or bowl. After the children find all 20 coins, encourage 
them to sort the coins into the correct bowls.
SAY • Searching for coins in the sand was fun. One of the 

religious leaders tried to trick Jesus by asking Him 
if it was right to pay taxes to Caesar. Jesus asked 
whose picture was on the coin used to pay taxes. It 
was Caesar's. Jesus said, “Then give to Caesar what 
is Caesar’s, and give to God what is God’s.” Jesus 
spoke with wisdom. 

Toss coins
Tape three large squares on the floor. Place the Bible story 
picture poster, big picture question and answer poster, and 
key passage poster in the squares. Tape a start line several 
feet from the posters. Challenge preschoolers to take turns 
tossing a coin into a square. If it lands in the square with 
the Bible story picture poster, ask the child to tell a fact 
from today's Bible story. If it lands in the square with the 
big picture question and answer poster, lead the child to ask 

• large plastic tub
• clean, dry play sand 

or uncooked rice
• pennies, 5
• nickels, 5
• dimes, 5
• quarters, 5
• bowls or cups, 4
• tape

• painter's tape
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

and Answer Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• coins
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the rest of the group the big picture question. If it lands in 
the square with the key passage, lead the group to say the 
key passage and the child who tossed the coin to say the 
reference.  
SAY • Good job remembering our Bible story, big picture 

question and answer, and key passage. Knowing 
God's truth in the Bible makes us wise. Jesus spoke 
with wisdom when the religious leaders asked Him 
questions. Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God. He 
came to show us what God is like. Jesus has power in 
heaven and on earth. 

Make Olympic rings
Before the session, cut cardboard tubes into 

2-inch rings. Put a smock on each child. Give each child 5 
cardboard rings and a sheet of construction paper. Squeeze 
blue, yellow, black, green, and red washable paint onto 
individual foam plates. Demonstrate how to dip one end of 
the cardboard ring into a color of paint and then press it on 
the page to make a paint ring. Use a smartphone or tablet 
to show preschoolers the Olympic rings. Suggest a child try 
to copy the pattern on a new sheet of paper. 
SAY • These rings are the symbol of the Olympic Games, 

where people from all over the world come together 
to compete in different sports. Eric Liddell went to 
the Olympics many years ago as a runner. He was 
so fast, he won his race, but more importantly, he 
pointed many people to Jesus. When we see these 
rings, let’s remember to pray that people from all 
over the world will hear the good news about Jesus. 
What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead. 

• cardboard tubes
• scissors (adult use) 
• smocks
• construction paper
• blue, yellow, black, 

green, and red 
washable paint

• foam plates, 5
• smartphone or tablet
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Snack and review
Play the countdown video to signal the end of activities. 
Wash hands and gather preschoolers for snack time. Pray, 
thanking God for the snack. 

Serve a snack. Invite preschoolers to ask you questions 
as they eat. Comment that when the religious leaders 
asked Jesus questions, He answered with wisdom. Remind 
preschoolers that Jesus is wisest of all because He is God the 
Son. He came to show us what God is like.

Show the Bible story picture as you ask the following 
questions. Retell parts of the Bible story as needed. 

1. Who asked Jesus questions and why? (religious 
leaders, to try to trick Him) 

2. How did Jesus answer the question, “Is it right to pay 
taxes to Caesar?” (“Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, 
and give to God what is God’s.”)

3. What did Jesus say is the most important command? 
(“Love the Lord your God with all your heart.”)

4. What did Jesus say is the second most important 
command? (“Love your neighbor as yourself.”)

5. What did Jesus do to save us? Jesus died on the 
cross and rose from the dead.

Transition 
When preschoolers finish their snack, they may color the 
Bible story coloring page, play a simple game to practice the 
key passage or big picture question, or sing along to the key 
passage or theme song.

If parents are picking up their children at this time, tell 
them something that their child enjoyed doing or did well 
during the session. Distribute the preschool big picture 
cards for families.

• countdown video 
(optional) 

• Allergy Alert
• paper cups and 

napkins 
• snack food
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster

• Bible Story Coloring 
Page

• crayons 
• Key Passage Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• “Philippians 2:8” song
• “Jesus Saves” song
• Big Picture Cards 

for Families: Babies, 
Toddlers, and 
Preschoolers
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