
38 Babies & Toddlers Leader Guide
Unit 17 • Session 4

Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. 
For free training and session-by-session help, visit MinistryGrid.com/gospelproject.

Use Week of:

Unit 17 • Session 4 

Bible Story for Toddlers
The people of Judah were living in their homeland again. God gave the prophet 
Zechariah a message. He said, “Come back to Me, and I will come back to you. 
Do not be like your grandfathers who did not obey My words or listen to My 
prophets.” Zechariah encouraged Joshua the priest and Zerubbabel. Zechariah 
said God was going to send the Messiah, a special King. He said, “Be happy and 
shout for joy! Your King is coming to you, riding on a donkey.” Jesus would be 
King over all the earth. Jesus will live forever with the people who love Him. 

Babies Gospel Gems
 *Zechariah said that God would send a special King.
 * Jesus is the special King God promised to send.
 *One day, Jesus will live with His people forever.

Zechariah the 
Prophet

BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah

STORY POINT: The prophets told 
about Jesus.

KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11a

CHRIST CONNECTION: God kept His 
promise to send Jesus.
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BABIES ActivitiesUse Week of:

Look in the Bible
Provide hand-size Bibles for babies to handle. Open your Bible to the Book of 
Zechariah. Show the Bible story picture as you say the gospel gems in a soothing 
voice. Read the key passage card. 
SAY • Zechariah said that God would send a special King. THE PROPHETS 

TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is the special King God promised to send. 
One day, Jesus will live with His people forever! [Pray.]

Sing a Bible story song
Sing to the tune of “B-I-N-G-O”:

“ God told prophets about His plan, His plan to send a Savior! 
J-E-S-U-S, J-E-S-U-S, J-E-S-U-S! 
God’s prophets told about Jesus!”

SAY • THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. The prophet Zechariah said that 
God would send a special King. God kept His promise to send Jesus.

Ride a donkey
Place a baby on your lap and hold him securely. Gently bounce the baby on your 
lap as you bray like a donkey. Talk about the story as the babies “ride.”
SAY • THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Zechariah said that God would 

send a special King, riding on a donkey. God kept His promise to send 
Jesus. Jesus is the special King God promised to send.

Look for a crown
Place a crown on the floor in front of a sitting baby. While she is watching, cover 
the crown with a blanket. Ask: “Where is the crown?” Remove the blanket and 
invite her to touch it or put it on. Talk about the story.
SAY • THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is the special King God 

promised to send. One day, Jesus will live with His people forever!

Check diapers, serve bottles if needed, and release babies to parents according to your church’s 
security guidelines. Give parents today’s big picture card. Repeat the gospel gems and Bible-
learning activities for babies who stay a second hour.
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TODDLER Activities

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Provide small Bibles for toddlers to handle. Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the 
key passage card. Open your Bible to the Book of Zechariah. Show the Bible story 
picture as you tell the Bible story. Say the story point and gospel gems. Pray.

Make a royal robe
Provide paper grocery bags for toddlers. Carefully cut a slit in the front, a neck 
hole, and two arm holes on either side for each toddler. Encourage toddlers 
to decorate their royal robes with adhesive jewels and washable markers. Help 
toddlers put on their robes. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah said that God would send a special King. THE PROPHETS 

TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is the special King God promised to send.

Go and come back
When you say “go,” invite the toddlers to spread out in the room and go as far 
away from you as they can. When you say, “Come back to me,” the children must 
hurry back to you. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah told the people that God want them to come back to Him and 

love Him again. Zechariah said that God would send a special King. THE 

PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS.

Make animal noises
Invite toddlers to make animal noises with you and move like the animals you are 
imitating. Make sure you bray like a donkey. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah said that God would send a special King to Jerusalem. That king 

would ride on a donkey. THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. God kept 
His promise to send Jesus.

Look for royal items
Place a small crown, toy jewelry, and a donkey in a large bowl. Cover the items 
with cotton balls. Encourage toddlers to find the items for a king.
SAY • THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS.  Jesus is the special King God 

promised to send. God kept His promise to send Jesus.
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BONUS Teaching Hour

SESSION TITLE: Zechariah the Prophet
BIBLE PASSAGE: Zechariah
KEY PASSAGE: Jeremiah 29:11a
STORY POINT: The prophets told about Jesus.
CHRIST CONNECTION: God kept His promise to send Jesus.

Transition activity: Pin the king on the donkey
Draw a donkey outline on a large sheet of paper. Tape the paper to the wall at 
toddler height. Print the “Jesus Riding on a Donkey” printable and cut out the Jesus 
figure. Place rolled tape to the back of the picture. Turn a child three times and 
guide her to stick Jesus on the donkey. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • During the time of Zerubbabel, Zechariah said that God would send 

a special King to Jerusalem. That king would ride on a donkey. THE 

PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is the special King God promised to 
send, and He rode into Jerusalem on a donkey!

Shout for joy
Ask the story point as a question. Ask the toddlers in a whisper, “Whom did the 
prophets tell about?” Toddlers will whisper, “Jesus!” Repeat, each time asking them 
to speak louder until they joyfully shout the answer.
SAY • THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS. Jesus is the special King God 

promised to send. God kept His promise to send Jesus!

Read about donkeys 
Place books about donkeys in a basket. Read the books to toddlers as they show 
interest. Retell the Bible story.
SAY • Zechariah said that God would send a special King, who would ride into 

Jerusalem on a donkey. THE PROPHETS TOLD ABOUT JESUS.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s 
security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ 
Connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.
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